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As a founding member of the Association of American Law Schools, The George
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The University reserves the right to change courses, programs, fees, and the academic
calendar, or to make other changes deemed necessary or desirable, giving advance notice
of change when possible.
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The Academic Calendar 2019-2020

FALL 2019
August 5-8

August 13-16

August 19
August 23
August 26

September 2
September 16
October 14
October 15
October 16-18
November 25
November 27-29
December 2-4
December 5-17

SPRING 2020

FJanuary 6
January 12
January 20
January 27
February 17
March 2-6
April 14

April 15-17
April 20-May 1
May 17

SUMMER 2020

May 18
May 22
May 25
May 29

Fuly 2

July 3
July 7-9

On-campus Interview Program — on-campus 2L, 3L, & 4L interviews
begin Monday

Orientation — International LL.M. and Exchange (Wednesday-Friday),
Transfer (Tuesday & Wednesday), 1L Evening (Tuesday & Thursday),
1L Day (Thursday & Friday)

Classes begin for 1L and International LL.M. students

US. LL.M. Orientation

Classes begin for 2L, 3L, 4L, and U.S. LL.M. students; first day of Add/
Drop

Labor Day holiday (no classes) and Last day of Add/Drop

Last day for Credit/No Credit Option

1L Reading Period

1L Mid-Term exams

1L Fall Recess

Last Day of Fall Semester classes

Thanksgiving Recess

Reading period or snow days

Examination period

Classes begin for all students; first day of Add/Drop

Last day of Add/Drop

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (no classes)

Last day for Credit/No Credit Option

‘Washington’s Birthday holiday (no classes)

Spring Recess (no classes)

Constructive Monday (all Monday classes held); last day of classes
Reading period or snow days

Examination period

University Commencement and Law School Diploma Ceremony

All classes begin; first day of Add/Drop
Last Day for Add/Drop — In Records Office
Memorial Day holiday (no classes)

Last day for Credit/No Credit Option

Last day of most classes (See schedule)
Fourth of July holiday observed (no classes)
Examination period
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The George Washington University Law School

History

The George Washington University Law School, the oldest law school in the District of
Columbia, was established in 1865 with a formal program of two years of study. This was largely
through the efforts of the Reverend Whitefield Samson, President of Columbian College,
whose action resulted in the purchase of a separate building for holding law classes. The
building had belonged to Trinity Church, of which Francis Scott Key had been Senior Warden.
It was occupied by the Law School until 1884.

Sixty graduates, from 22 of the then 37 states, received degrees in 1867. The school con-
tinued to have a student body and a faculty that reflected the fact that it was at the seat of our
nation’s government. Supreme Court Justices David J. Brewer and John Marshall Harlan were
among the prominent members of the bench and bar who were on the faculty.

In 1877, one year after the first such program was adopted in the United States, the Law
School instituted a course leading to the degree of Master of Laws. In 1898, the course of in-
struction for the degree of Bachelor of Laws was extended to three years. The Law School took
part in 1900 in the organization of the Association of American Law Schools.

In the past half-century, the Law School expanded its course and seminar offerings with
consideration of the needs of first-degree and graduate students. The degree of Doctor of Ju-
ridical Science was instituted in 1940. In 1946, the Law School began accepting foreign attor-
neys into specially designated programs. Today, lawyers from other countries are accepted into
the Master of Laws program.

In 1954, the National University School of Law, which had held an important place in legal
education in the District of Columbia since 1869, was absorbed by the George Washington
University Law School.

Since 1954, special programs of advanced study have enriched the basic curriculum. At
present these include Environmental Law; Intellectual Property Law; International and Com-
parative Law; Government Procurement Law; Litigation and Dispute Resolution; National
Security and U.S. Foreign Relations Law; and Business and Finance Law: These special programs
and other areas of study reflect the breadth in public and private law for which the Law School
is well known. Additionally, a clinical law program has been developed that is equal to that of
any law school in the nation.

Location in the Nation’s Capital

Of special significance is the location of the Law School in a central area of the nation’s capital,
the focal point of the law in action, both U.S. and international. The work of the school goes
on in this environment and presents a unique opportunity for observation and study of federal
agencies—judicial, legislative, and administrative. Students and faculty have ready access to
the Supreme Court of the United States, the federal and local trial and appellate courts of
the District of Columbia, and federal courts of special jurisdiction, such as the US. Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the U.S. Tax Court, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces. Current federal legislation can be studied as it is considered by congressional
committees and as it comes up for debate on the floors of the House of Representatives and
the Senate. With respect to the federal administrative agencies, students in Washington have
matchless opportunities for study and observation. They can attend informal and formal
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agency hearings and can obtain from the docket complete records of administrative adjudica-
tion in specific cases. Illustrative of such federal agencies are the Federal Trade Commission in
the field of trade regulation; the Securities and Exchange Commission in the field of security
issues and corporate finance; the National Labor Relations Board in the field of labor-man-
agement relations; the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the field of patent law; the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission in the fields of water, natural gas, and electric power; and the
Federal Communications Commission in the areas of broadband, broadcast and cable televi-
sion, international telecommunications, radio, satellite, telephone, and wireless.

‘Washington also affords the exceptional research library collections in the Library of
Congress, the various departments of the federal government, and the libraries of the head-
quarters of national and international organizations. The notable library of the Carnegie Foun-
dation for International Peace has been acquired by the George Washington University for use
by research students in international and comparative law.

While in law school, students participate in the life of their community. In the case of the
George Washington University Law School, the community includes the three branches of the
government of the United States. As a consequence, the study of law takes on added meaning,
whether the goal be government service, private practice, business, or public interest law:

Objectives

The purpose of the Law School is to prepare individuals to meet the needs of society in many
fields of law and to encourage scholarly research and writing in the law. The Law School does
not emphasize any particular geographic area in its instruction; rather, it prepares students to
practice law in any part of the country. The Law School seeks to fulfill these objectives through
arich and varied curriculum taught by eminent professors and highly qualified affiliated instruc-
tors; an extensive clinical law program in which students learn legal skills by actual practice;
nine law journals that focus on energy and environmental law, communications law, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, general law, government contracts law, intellectual
property law, international law, international law in domestic courts, and business and finance
law; trial practice; participation in both intra- and interscholastic trial and appellate level moot
court competitions; a series of student professional co-curricular activities; advanced studies
for students from the U.S. and abroad; a supplemental legal education program for members
of the bar, providing them the opportunity to take course work within the curriculum; and
scholarly research and writing in the law.

Student Body

The Law School has a total enrollment of about 1,900 students. Approximately 1,400
students are in the full-time day program for the J.D. degree and 240 are enrolled in the part-
time (evening) program; about 230 students, many from abroad, are enrolled in graduate law
degree programs.
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The Juris Doctor (J.D.) Degree

Entrance Requirements

To be considered for admission as a candidate for the Juris Doctor degree, an applicant must
have a bachelor’s degree awarded by a regionally accredited U.S. college or university or equiva-
lent degree from a recognized non-U.S. institution and must have taken the Law School Admis-
sion Test (LSAT) within the past five years. There are no inflexible standards for admission, nor
are there minimum undergraduate grade-point averages or LSAT scores. However, applicants
whose undergraduate records and LSAT scores indicate a high probability of success in law
study are more likely to be admitted. Other factors in the admission decision include the appli-
cant’s personal statement, undergraduate school attended, major and trend in grades, personal
achievements, and letters of recommendation. The Law School also seeks social, ethnic,
cultural, and geographical diversity in its student body.

Information concerning the LSAT may be obtained from the Law School’s Admissions
Office or from the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) at www.lsac.org. The test is admin-
istered at various centers in the United States and abroad. Testing dates are usually in October,
December, February, and June.

Admissions Process

An applicant to the J.D. degree program may apply to attend as either a full-time or part-time
student. Beginning J.D. degree students may matriculate only in the fall semester. Since admis-
sion decisions are made on a rolling basis, applicants are urged to submit application forms and
complete credentials well in advance of the March 1 deadline. Applicants are advised to take
the LSAT no later than December, although the Law School will accept February test scores.
Applications must be submitted online through LSAC (wwwIsac.org).

Applicants should register with the Credential Assembly Service (CAS) online at www.
Isac.org. A transcript from each college or university attended should then be sent directly
to LSAC. Transcripts from U.S. institutions must be sent to LSAC, 662 Penn Street, Box
2000-M, Newtown, PA 18940. Transcripts from foreign institutions must be sent to LSAC,
662 Penn Street, Box 8502, Newtown, PA 18940. The CAS will analyze the transcript(s) and
send a copy to all law schools to which an applicant has applied. However, upon enrollment,
students must submit directly to the Law School a final official transcript showing evidence of
the receipt of a bachelor’s degree.

Advanced Standing (Transfer Students)

Students may transfer to the Law School after completing one year of legal studies at a law
school accredited by the American Bar Association (ABA). The primary factor considered in
an admission decision is the student’s first-year performance. No applicant will be accepted
for transfer who is ineligible to return in good standing to a previously attended law school.
Transfer students may apply for admission to the Law School for either the fall or spring
semester. The deadlines for submission of transfer applications are June 15 for the fall semester
and November 15 for the spring semester.

Students may transfer a maximum of 28 credit hours from prior studies at an ABA-accred-
ited law school; in order for a course to be eligible for transfer credit, a grade of C- or better
(under the previous school’s grading system) must have been earned. Students who seek to
transfer credits from an ABA-accredited law school are prohibited from seeking advanced
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standing for law studies outside the United States. All courses for which credit hours are trans-
terred will be reflected on the Law School transcript with grades of Transfer (TR). Transferred
credit hours will have no effect on the Law School grade-point average.

The Law School publishes information to supplement the Bulletin that summarizes
academic rules and regulations that apply to transfer students; all students who transfer to the
Law School are responsible for conforming to its requirements. The supplement is provided to
students upon their admission and during orientation programs.

Transfer Early Action

Applicants who apply for fall transfer admission by March 1 will automatically be considered
through the Law School’s Early Action Program and will be notified of a decision by early
May. An applicant must have three reported grades from the first semester on his or her official
law school transcript. Second semester grades are not needed to apply through Early Action,
though admission is contingent upon maintaining a B average for the remaining first-year
courses. Admission through Early Action is non-binding.

Non-U.S. Law School Graduates

A limited number of graduates of non-U.S. law schools who wish to prepare for law practice
in the United States may be admitted to the J.D. program. A student in this program who
completes 28 credit hours of course work at the Law School with a grade-point average of
2.0 or above may petition the Academic Scholarship Committee to be granted 28 hours of
advanced standing for law studies outside the U.S. and thereby earn the J.D. degree in two years.
Students who seek advanced standing for law studies outside the U.S. are prohibited from
transferring credits from an ABA-accredited law school. A student whose average is below 2.0
after taking 28 hours of course work must complete the full J.D. program, which requires 84
hours of course work.

Students will be admitted to this program only for the fall semester. The deadline for ap-
plication materials is March 1, but applicants are encouraged to submit applications well in
advance of the deadline.

Master of Laws—Juris Doctor Transfer Program

Non-U.S. law school graduates enrolled in the Law School’s LL.M. program may apply
for admission to the J.D. program for the year following completion of their LL.M. degree.
Only a limited number of outstanding students will be offered admission each year. Students
admitted under this program may begin J.D. studies in the fall semester of the year of their
admission only.

To be considered for transfer admission applicants must do the following: notify the J.D.
Admissions Office in writing of their interest by November 1 of their first semester of LL.M.
enrollment; successfully complete at least one course from the required J.D. curriculum during
their first semester of LL.M. enrollment; and take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) no
later than December. In addition, applicants must request that copies of all official records
from prior academic institutions attended and the Test of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL) or International English Language Testing System (IELTS) scores be sent from the
International Graduate Programs Office to the J.D. Admissions Office; these documents and a
completed J.D. transfer application form are due in the J.D. Admissions Office by February 1.
Please note that the LSAT score is just one of a number of factors that is considered for admis-
sion into the Masters of Laws—]Juris Doctor Transfer Program. The Law School is committed to
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providing administrative and other similar logistical support to all LL.M. students registered
in the program.

Students admitted to the J.D. program will be treated as transfer students. Upon beginning
the J.D. program, they will receive 28 credits of advanced standing for legal studies completed
outside of the United States. Students can thus complete the LL.M. degree in one year and the
J.D. degree in an additional two years.

Visiting (Unclassified) Students

Alaw student who is in good academic standing as a degree candidate at an ABA-approved law
school may be admitted to the Law School as an unclassified student and earn credit for transfer
to his or her law school. Students may apply for visiting student status during the fall, spring,
or summer semesters. Admission will be based on the availability of space. The deadlines for
application materials are June 15 for the fall semester, November 15 for the spring semester,
and May 1 for the summer session. This Bulletin provides academic rules and regulations that
apply to all students; all visiting students are responsible for conforming to its requirements.

Degree Requirements

To earn the Juris Doctor degree, students must satisfactorily meet the following academic
requirements: completion of 84 credit hours, 67 (48 for transfer students) of which must
have been taken for a letter grade; fulfillment of the enrollment unit requirement; comple-
tion of each course in the required curriculum with a passing grade; and maintenance of the
minimum grade-point average of 2.00. A student may complete coursework in excess of these
requirements during his or her final semester of enrollment, but may not register for additional
credits in a subsequent semester as a Juris Doctor candidate without the prior approval of the
Academic Scholarship Committee.

Timing for Completion of Degree

A student is permitted to complete the J.D. degree no earlier than 24 months and, except
in extraordinary circumstances, no later than 84 months after a student has commenced
law study at GW Law or at a law school from which GW Law has accepted transfer credit.
Students seeking to demonstrate extraordinary circumstances under this rule will be required
to petition the Academic Scholarship Committee.

Transfer Between the Full-Time and Part-Time (Evening) Programs

After the first semester, students may, with the permission of the Dean of Students Office,
transfer from one program to another, but should be aware that there may be enrollment re-
quirement consequences (see below). Transferring between programs will affect a student’s
financial aid including automatic forfeiture of merit scholarships.

Students initially enrolled in the part-time (evening) program may, with the permission of
the Dean of Students Office, transfer to the full-time program as early as their second semester.
Students who are permitted to pursue this option after completion of the first semester must
take all required first-year curriculum courses in the evening. In addition, such students must
make up 3 or more credit hours during summer sessions in order to fulfill enrollment and other
degree requirements and be eligible to graduate in three years.

See Enrollment Requirement, Required Curriculum, and Academic Work Load,
below, for regulations governing the full-time and part-time (evening) programs and the full-
time/part-time option. Additional information is available from the Dean of Students Office.
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Enrollment Requirement

Candidates for the Juris Doctor degree must complete 6 enrollment units in order to graduate.
A student who is enrolled full time during the entire course of his or her program of study will
accumulate 6 enrollment units in 6 semesters. A student who is enrolled part time during the
entire course of his or her program of study and who has paid the equivalent of 84 or more
credit hours of tuition will be deemed to have satisfied the enrollment requirement for gradua-
tion. Students who switch between full- and part-time status will accumulate enrollment units
based on the number of credit hours taken each semester or summer session. Students should
seek the advice of the Dean of Students Office concerning fulfillment of this requirement,
especially if they plan to participate in an exchange program or enroll as a visiting student at
another law school.
Credit hours are equivalent to enrollment units as follows:

Full-time status
12+ credits = 1 unit

Part-time status

11 credits = .8 units 7 credits = .5 units 3 credits = .2 units
10 credits = .7 units 6 credits = .4 units 2 credits = .15 units
9 credits = .65 units 5 credits = .35 units 1 credit = .075 units
8 credits = .6 units 4 credits = .3 units

Required Curriculum

Full-Time Day Program

Full-time students in the day program must take the following schedule in their first year: fall
semester—Contracts, Torts, Civil Procedure, and Fundamentals of Lawyering I; spring semester—
Property, Legislation and Regulation, Criminal Law, Constitutional Law I, and Fundamentals
of Lawyering I1.

During the second or third year of study, all full-time program students must take Law 6218,
Professional Responsibility and Ethics, and fulfill the legal writing requirement and the profes-
sional skills/experiential learning requirement. Students must enroll in coursework to fulfill
these three requirements for a letter grade, except when journal participation is used to satisfy
the legal writing requirement or a clinical course offered only on a non-letter grade basis is used
to satisfy the professional skills/experiential learning requirement.

Part-Time (Evening) Program

Part-time (evening) program students must take the following schedule in their first and
second years: first year, fall semester—Torzs, Civil Procedure and Fundamentals of Lawyering I; first
year, spring semester—Contracts, Criminal Law, and Fundamentals of Lawyering I1I; second year,
fall semester—Property, Legislation and Regulation, and Constitutional Law I; second year, spring
semester—electives.

Some required and elective courses may meet on Friday evenings or on weekend days in the
fall and spring semesters.

During their second, third, or fourth year of study, all part-time (evening) program students
are required to take Law 6218, Professional Responsibility and Ethics, and fulfill the legal writing
requirement and the professional skills/experiential learning requirement. Students must
enroll in coursework to fulfill these three requirements for a letter grade, except when journal
participation is used to satisfy the legal writing requirement or a clinical course offered only
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on a non-letter grade basis is used to satisfy the skills/experiential requirement. In no case may
a student fulfill both the legal writing requirement and the experiential learning requirement
through the same course.

Legal Writing Requirement

Completion of a 2-credit course that is graded on the basis of a research paper (not exam-
ination) is required for the Juris Doctor degree. To satisfy the legal writing requirement, the
written work must be based on sound legal research, consist of a single paper of no less than
8,000 words including footnotes, conform to the legal citation rules recognized and adopted by
the Law School, and receive a grade of B- or better. All drafts and the final paper must conform
to legal citation rules and all rules outlined in the Law School publication Citing Responsibly.
Failure to adhere to such rules may result in a violation of the Academic Integrity Code.

Subject to the foregoing rules and the rules that follow, the legal writing requirement may
be met by (1) satisfactory completion of Law 6656, Independent Legal Writing; (2) satisfactory
completion of a qualifying 2-credit seminar or other 2-credit course that requires or permits
a research paper; or (3) satisfactory service on the Law Review, International Law Review,
American Intellectual Property Law Association Quarterly Journal, Journal of Energy and Environ-
mental Law, Federal Circuit Bar Journal, Public Contract Law Journal, International Law in Domestic
Courts, Federal Communications Law Journal or Business and Finance Law Review.

To meet the legal writing requirement through Law 6656, Independent Legal Writing, the
following additional rules apply. The course must be taken for 2 credits, work in the course
must be supervised by a full-time or part-time member of the faculty, and the student must
submit the following for approval by the instructor by specified dates: (1) the intended topic,
the intended length of the paper, and an outline, and (2) one or more drafts of the paper. The
draft requirement is meant to provide the student an opportunity to improve the paper. The
faculty member may require or permit a revised draft.

To meet the legal writing requirement through a 2-credit seminar or other 2-credit course
that requires or permits a research paper, the following additional rules apply: If the instruc-
tor of the course requires fewer than 8,000 words for completion of course requirements, the
instructor may choose to allow the student to write a longer paper that meets the 8,000-word
requirement; submission of two or more shorter papers does not meet the requirement, nor is
the requirement satisfied if the student earns more than 2 credits for the course even if there
are course requirements in addition to the research paper.

Law 6656 or a 2-credit seminar or other 2-credit course intended to fulfill the legal writing
requirement may be graded on a Credit/No Credit (CR/NC) basis only if the student, under
extraordinary circumstances, is granted permission by the Dean of Students Office to take the
course under the CR/NC option, or if the student is granted an extension beyond the deadline
by the instructor. In either case, the student must receive a grade of B- or better for the work
product in order to fulfill the legal writing requirement. The letter grade of B- or better will
then be recorded as CR on the transcript.

To meet the legal writing requirement through journal participation, the work must be com-
pleted in coordination with the satisfactory completion of Law 6657, Scholarly Writing. The
student must receive a grade of Honors (H) or Pass (P) for the work to fulfill the requirement.

Professional Skills and Experiential Learning Requirement

All Juris Doctor degree students are required to complete credits in courses that require
students to learn and develop practical legal skills through actual or simulated lawyering ex-
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ercises. The course must be taken for a letter grade unless it is a course that is offered only
on a Credit/No Credit (CR/NC) basis. The requirement has been established to ensure that
all students develop and refine practical legal skills that include one or more of the following:
problem solving, factual investigation, communication, counseling, negotiation, litigation,
non-litigation advocacy, alternative dispute resolution, and drafting of legal documents such as
contracts, estate plans, and briefs.

The requirement may be met by satisfactory completion of any course identified by the
designation “(Skills)”, “(Skills/E)”, or “(E)” following the course description; should the chosen
course not be devoted entirely to the skill or skills concerned, the student also must satisfacto-
rily complete any assignments that are outside the skills/experiential component of the course.

Students Entering in 2016 or Later
All Juris Doctor degree students who entered law school in 2016 or later are required
to complete 6 credits of coursework designated “(Skills/E)” or “(E).” These courses must

be taken for a letter grade unless the course or courses are offered only on a Credit/No
Credit (CR/NC) basis.

Students Entering in 2015 or Earlier

All Juris Doctor degree students who entered law school in 2015 or earlier are required
to complete 2 credits in a single course designated (“Skills”) or “(Skills/E).” This 